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Reimbursement for Microwave Links that connect
directly to PSAPs

• Washoe County has installed microwave links as part of the 
Nevada Shared Radio System upgrade. 

• Microwave links to/from PSAPs are equipment utilized for 
“…transmitting information from a ‘user’ to an emergency 
responder and from an emergency responder to a ‘user.’” (NRS 
244A.7641, definition of Telephone System)

• Recommendation to approve reimbursement for equipment, 
installation and implementation services for microwave links 
that connect directly to regional Public Safety Answering 
Points (PSAPs) for a cost not to exceed $606,143.10.

• Total cost of Washoe County Microwave System: $2,633,123
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WCRCS Microwave 
Infrastructure

Microwave Links connecting to 
PSAPS.

• Sparks Dispatch to Peavine
• Spectrum (NOC) to Peavine
• Chimney to NOC
• Virginia Peak to NOC
• Red Peak to NOC
• Edison Way to NOC
• Ophir to NOC
• Slide to NOC
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Detailed costs: Travel, Truck usage, Per diem, etc.

Truck usage:
$5,045.00

Equipment Rental:
$5,233.09

Travel from out of 
state:

$4,588.32

Per diem:
$11,872.56

TOTAL: $26,738.97
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Radio System Funding and possible grant support

• Washoe County and P25 Radio System Joint Operating Committee (JOC) members are working on 
an P25 Radio System Interlocal Agreement addendum that would fund the remaining construction 
of Washoe County’s portion of the NSRS P25 Radio System. 

• Addendum would fund $3.9 million
• $3.9 million would be split proportionally based on number of radio LIDs/agency
• This request would reduce addendum amount by ~$600k. 
• Addendum funding is needed in Fiscal Year 2025/2026

• Addendum commitments by JOC agencies are needed before Fiscal Year 2025/2026 budget planning begins.

• Washoe County is seeking grant funding to construct the Ash Field radio site and other sites, e.g. 
Seven Lakes, Smokey Quartz, if possible. 

• Ash Field funding is not included in the addendum – the P25 Joint Operating Committee has 
prioritized the Seven Lakes, Smokey Quartz sites.

• To date, most grant funding identified is applicable to end-user equipment (i.e. handheld and 
mobile radios). 

• Substantial funding available for school safety. 
• Grant Coordinator has been reaching out to agency contacts when funding opportunities are 

identified. 
• Possible FEMA BRIC grants for radio sites.
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Questions & Concerns?
Melissa Lawney

Washoe County Regional 
Communications Coordinator

230 Edison Way
Reno, NV 89502
(775) 858-5952

Thank you
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Washoe County Regional 

Communication System

911 Committee,
18 July 2024
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